REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 15, 2022
6:30 P.M.
The Mayor and Councilmen of the Town of Jean Lafitte met in a Regular Meeting with
the following members present: Mayor Kerner. Councilman Bartholomew, Councilman
Creppel, Councilman Kerner and Councilman Smith. Absent: Councilman Darda.
Mayor Kerner presided calling the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. asking everyone to rise
and pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.
Ted Bellanger made a presentation about safety issues for the upcoming Seafood
Festival.

ORDINANCE #512
On a motion by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Bartholomew the following ordinance
was adopted:
An ordinance amending Ordinance # 502, which is an amendment to the Building code and
Related Regulations of The Town of Jean Lafitte, to update Article II- Unsafe buildings and
Structure Installations

NUISANCES: ARTICLE II: IN GENERAL
Sec. 1-1 . Purpose and scope.
The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the protection and promotion of the public health, safety
and welfare by regulating and eliminating those nuisances which have a negative impact upon the
quality of life, safety and health of the neighborhoods where they are located. This chapter is enacted to
also prevent the spread of disease; to limit and prevent the harborage of insects, rodents, and other
vermin; to limit and prevent accumulations of filth, sewage, garbage, refuse, debris; to limit and prevent
depreciation of property values and disturbance of another's peaceful possession of his property due to
a person's actions or property constituting a violation of the conditions of this chapter. The foregoing
also includes but is not limited to the regulation of property that is blighted as blight causes
deterioration and instability in neighborhoods and has an adverse impact on neighboring properties.
Further, vacant, unsecured and/or boarded structures are a major cause and source of blight as such
unkempt structures and long-term vacancies discourage economic development, retard appreciation of
property values and decrease the quality of life.

Sec. 1-2. Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms, phrases, words and derivations shall have the
meaning given herein, unless it is apparent from the context that a different meaning is intended:
(1)
Attractive nuisance. The term "attractive nuisance" refers to a potentially harmful thing which is
inviting or otherwise lures a person, no matter the age of the person, into or onto a thing to investigate,
play in or otherwise enter without permission or utilizes.
(2)
Blight. The term "blight" refers to commercial or residential property, including structures
whether movable or immovable and lots, in a deleterious condition, uninhabitable, overgrown with
vegetation, has an accumulation of junk or debris or otherwise unfit for human habitation or use and/or
not in compliance with code. Blight also refers to conditions that impair growth or prosperity.
(3)
Boarded. The term "boarded" shall mean a structure whose doors and windows have been
covered with plywood or other material for the purpose of preventing entry into the structure by
persons or animals.
(4)
Compliance. The term "compliance" refers to the removal of a proprietary party from a town
contractor list due to his/her maintenance of his/her property for a period of not less than three
consecutive months.
(5)
Nuisance. The term nuisance means any activity, condition or use of a premises which is
detrimental to or endangers public safety, health or welfare; produces such material annoyance,
inconvenience, discomfort so as to interfere with or disturb another in the peaceful possession of his

property or cause injury to the right of another or of the public; is detrimental to the property of others
or which causes or tends to cause substantial diminution in the value of other property in the vicinity or
neighborhood in which such premises is located; is in violation of any zoning ordinance or regulation;
and/or any prohibited activity or condition declared to be a nuisance in these ordinances.
(6)
Open excavation. The term "open excavation" as used in this chapter shall include any item not
included in the definition of swimming pool and shall include but not be limited to a burrow pit, pond,
construction site, any uncovered cutting in the earth whether naturally forming or man-made and is not
used for recreational bathing or enjoyment, or other area in which water may accumulate.
(7)
Maintenance of a nuisance. The term "maintenance of a nuisance" means to conduct, carry on,
keep or permit to exist on one's premises any prohibited activity or condition as defined in this chapter
or any nuisance; failure to abate a nuisance or prohibited activity or condition shall be considered as
maintenance of a nuisance.
(8)
Prohibited activity or condition. The term "prohibited activity or condition" means any activity
or conduct as now or hereafter declared to be a nuisance or otherwise prohibited under the laws of the
town or state, including, but not limited to, sections of this chapter.
(9)
Property maintenance violation. The term "property maintenance violation" shall refer to the
act of keeping buildings, premises, structures and equipment in a proper condition so as to prevent their
decline or failure and in accordance with standards of cleanliness, sanitation, stability and safety and
shall include but not be limited to maintenance of exterior weather protective coatings, soffit, facia and
gutters and other minor building conditions, vegetation, and trash and debris as required in this Code.
(10)
Proprietary party. The term "proprietary party" means an owner, person with ownership
interest, lessee, sublessee, tenant or occupant of any premises.
(11)
Property. The term "property" means any lot, tract or parcel of land, and/or any portion of
ground or other immovable property, whether occupied or vacant, for the purposes of this chapter, the
term shall also include the area abutting said property including but not limited to, sidewalks and other
servitudes.
(12)
Premises. The term "premises" means any building, structure, property, watercraft or movable
owned or occupied by any proprietary party or representative thereof.
(13)
Repeat offender. The term "repeat offender" can include, but is not limited to, (a) the owner,
tenant or representative of any property issued a third notice for the same violation but had previously
corrected said violation timely within a consecutive twelve-month period; (b) the owner, tenant or
representative of a property that has been previously found in violation by a trier of fact; and/or (c) any
owner, tenant or representative of a property placed on any town contractor list for remedial action.
(14)
Representative. The term "representative" means an officer, agent, employee or other
representative of a proprietary party.
(15)
Structure. The term "structure" shall include a building, house or other items such as signs and
canopies which are manmade and protrude above lot grade.

Sec. 1-3. Maintenance of a nuisance prohibited.
Maintenance of a nuisance or other prohibited activity or condition in or upon any premises by a
proprietary party, his representative or any person acting in concert with him or them is hereby
prohibited and declared to be unlawful.

Article II. TRASH, VEGETATION AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Sec. 2-1. Trash, debris, junk, refuse, abandoned property prohibited
on public and private property.
(a)
It shall be unlawful for any person or proprietary party to maintain, permit or allow the
accumulation, collection on his premises or the keeping, depositing on or scatter over or upon his
premises or within his vehicle including but not limited to the following: Trash, debris, refuse, junk,
abandoned, discarded or unused objects, equipment, machinery, or parts thereof, including, but not
limited to, furniture, stoves, refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners, vehicles, parts of vehicles, trailers,

boats, campers, haulers, cans, containers, metal, building materials or other discarded, abandoned or
noxious matter; and, the same is hereby declared to be a nuisance.
(b)
The unenclosed or unsheltered storage or keeping of any old, stripped, wrecked, partially
dismantled or otherwise non-operating vehicles, machinery, implements, equipment, building materials,
or personal property of any kind, which is no longer in good operating condition or safely usable for the
purposes for which it was manufactured, or any vehicle without valid inspection tag(s) and/or valid
license plate, on any premises by a proprietary party is hereby prohibited and declared to be a nuisance.
(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person or proprietary party to display a vehicle, trailer, boat, camper
or other item "for sale," "for rent," or other like display on private or public property as said vehicle is
considered abandoned. Only vehicles operating on a daily basis may display such verbiage or items
located on the proper zoned and used property, car dealership and/or used car lot; otherwise, said
display is hereby prohibited and declared to be a nuisance.

Sec. 2-2. Exceptions.
Provided the premises complies with all other applicable ordinances and regulations, the following
situations shall be excluded from the application of the previous section:
(1)
The provisions shall not apply with regard to a vehicle, appliance or other personal machinery or
equipment of a proprietary party provided such item is in good operating condition and if applicable,
contains proper inspection tag(s) and/or license plate, and is either in an enclosed building, within the
roofline of the structure or so located upon the premises as not to be readily visible from any public
place or from any surrounding property.
(2)
The provisions shall not apply with regard to a licensed and properly operated junk yard; or with
regard to any business operated in a lawful place, other than in or within three hundred (300) feet of a
residential district or residential premises, and operated in a lawful manner when the keeping or
maintenance of such items is necessary to the operation of such enterprise; or with regard to any
appropriate storage place or depository maintained by the town, its departments or any other public
agency or public entity.
(3)

The provisions shall not apply to undeveloped or land that is not cleared.

Sec. 2-3. Weeds, grass, other vegetation.
It shall be unlawful for any person or proprietary party to maintain, permit or allow on any premises,
within one hundred fifty (150) feet of an existing building, the growth of grass or weeds, other than
trees, shrubs, cultivated flowers, gardens, and any vegetation that is part of an approved storm water
management plan, to exceed a height of eight (8) inches or more, or to permit or allow on the premises
the growth of any other deleterious or unhealthful vegetation; and, the same is hereby declared to be a
nuisance. It shall be a violation if any growth of flowers, gardens or landscaping is uncontrolled or not
regularly maintained.

Sec. 2-4 Violations and penalties.
(a)

Any person violating any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b)
In addition to the penalties provided, any person, proprietary party, his representative or any
person acting in concert with him or them who maintains or fails to abate a nuisance or prohibited
activity or condition may be enjoined as provided by law, including, but not limited to, the injunctive
relief or order of abatement provided for in this chapter.
(c)
The issuance of an injunction or order of abatement pursuant to this chapter may be petitioned
for by the following:
(1)

The Town of Jean Lafitte, or any proper officer thereof or, their duly authorized representative;

(2)

Any adjacent or neighboring property owner who is especially damaged by such violation;

Sec. 2-5. Injunctive relief; judicial order.
(a)
Application for injunctive relief or judicial order of abatement afforded by this chapter shall be
by petition to the Mayor’s court.

(b)
A violation of the provisions of an injunction or judicial order of abatement issued in a cause
instituted under the provisions of this chapter shall constitute a contempt of court. A person found
guilty of such contempt shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or by imprisonment in the parish prison for a period of not
less than twenty-four (24) hours nor more than thirty (30) days or both fine and imprisonment. On
conviction for a second or subsequent contempt the offender shall be punished by both fine and
imprisonment, without benefit of probation or suspension of sentence.

Sec. 2-6. Abatement by order of town
(a)
Abatement of weeds by owner. Upon notification of violation, as provided in this chapter, the
proprietary party, his representative or any person acting in concert with him or them shall jointly or
severally abate the nuisance and/or prohibited activity or condition by removing the offending matter or
taking the corrective action to abate said nuisance and/or prohibited activity or condition within five (5)
days of date on notification (which may be via U.S. First Class Mail or posting of the property) or as
otherwise provided herein.
(b) (1) Abatement of weeds by town. Notwithstanding whether any injunctive or other judicial relief is
petitioned for in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, and except for those, circumstances
addressed in subsection (b)(2) herein, if the violation consists of weeds, grass or other vegetation on
property and is not abated within five (5) days of date on notification (which may be via U.S. First Class
Mail or posting of the property), with said notice only being required to be sent to the property owner
once every calendar year, the Town is hereby authorized to cut, destroy and remove all such grass,
weeds and other deleterious or unhealthy growths of vegetation on an as needed basis in accordance
with this code, and the property owner, as shown on the latest property assessment rolls and/or
conveyance records, shall be assessed a charge for the cutting, destruction and removal. If the costs to
the town for the cutting, destruction and/or removal exceed the amount of one hundred dollars
($100.00), the owner of the property shall be assessed the actual cost, plus a surcharge equal to one
hundred (100) percent of the costs to cover inspection and administrative costs.
(2)
Emergency abatement of weeds by town. Notwithstanding whether any injunctive or other
judicial relief is petitioned for in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, if the violation consists
of weeds, grass or other vegetation exceeding fifty-four (54) inches in height on property, except any
vegetation that is part of an approved storm water management plan, the town shall post a violation
notice on the property or otherwise attempt to notify the property owner. If the violation is not
corrected within twenty-four (24) hours, the town is hereby authorized to immediately cut, destroy and
remove all such grass, weeds and other deleterious or unhealthy growths of vegetation, and the
property owner, as shown on the latest property assessment rolls and/or conveyance records, shall be
assessed the same fee and surcharge.
(i)
Within fifteen (15) days of emergency abatement, a letter shall be mailed to the property owner
shown on the latest property assessment rolls and/or conveyance records informing the property owner
of the violation, of the emergency abatement, and of the opportunity to request a hearing within thirty
(30) days of the emergency abatement to contest the emergency abatement and the accompanying
penalty.
(ii)
The hearing will be conducted by the Mayor’s court who shall be empowered to hear testimony,
examine all evidence, make written findings of fact as to whether the conditions for which the property
owner required emergency abatement and render any order authorized herein consistent with the
court’s findings.
(c)
Abatement of junk, trash, etc. Notwithstanding whether any injunctive or other judicial relief is
petitioned for in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, if the violation consists of any
prohibited activity or condition specified in this chapter and is not abated within five (5) days of date on
notification (which may be via U.S. First Class Mail or posting of the property) unless otherwise noted
herein, with said notice only being required to be sent to the owner once every calendar year, the town,
is hereby authorized to clear, destroy and remove all such offending materials and/or take any action
necessary to abate the nuisance; and the property owner, as shown on the latest property assessment
rolls and/or conveyance records, shall be assessed a charge for the clearing, destruction and removal
and/or other corrective action in accordance with the following schedule:

(1)
A charge of not less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) shall be assessed for the removal of
any trash, debris, refuse, junk, abandoned, discarded or unused objects, equipment, machinery, or parts
thereof or any other noxious matter or offending materials;
(2)
If the cost to the town for clearing, removing and/or destroying such items exceeds the amount
of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00), the owner of the property shall be assessed actual cost, plus a
surcharge equal to one hundred (100) percent of the costs to cover inspection and administrative costs.
(d)
Work to be done by town employee or independent contractor. In connection with any work
performed pursuant to this section, the town may proceed to have the necessary work done either by
its own employees or by an independent contractor.
(e) (1) Any person deemed a repeat offender shall be automatically notified every calendar year until
compliance.
(2)
Any work order issued to a town contractor to perform remedial action pursuant to this article
shall remain in effect even though it may not be performed until the following year.
(3)
Once notice is issued to a property owner, removal of vegetation and/or trash in violation may
be performed without a hearing.

Sec. 2-7. Notification of violation.
(a)
Following an inspection and verification of a violation, the town, through its regulatory and/or
administrative departments, shall notify the owner and any known interested party of the premises in
violation.
(b)
Such notice of violations shall be either by certified mail, personal or domiciliary service made
by any authorized personnel of the town, and/or by any other reasonable method of notification.
(c)
Notice by posting. All properties alleged to be in violation shall be posted by either posting the
property on the window nearest the front door if a structure exists or on a post or stake on a vacant lot,
said notice shall contain the following:
(1)

The legal description and municipal address (if applicable) of the property;

(2)

The nature of the violation including the specific provision of the ordinance involved;

(3)
The penalties, enforcement and/or abatement proceedings that the proprietary party may be
liable for if the nuisance or other prohibited activity or condition is not voluntarily abated; and
(4)

If applicable, the opportunity for a hearing to contest the violation, as provided for in this article.

(d)
If any abandoned, junked, derelict, wrecked, partially dismantled or otherwise non-operating
vehicle forms the basis of any violation under this article the provisions for notice of violation and
penalties shall be made. Except that vehicles in violation pursuant to this section are not subject to
being tagged.
(e)
Following a third (3rd) or greater inspection of the same property within a twelve-month period
for repeat or new violations, a one hundred fifty dollar ($150.00) administrative inspection fee shall
apply per additional inspection until said violations are remedied.

Sec. 2-8. Review hearings.
(a)
In all applicable instances where a proprietary party has received notice of a violation of the
provisions of this article, he shall be afforded an opportunity for a hearing to refute such determination
and to rise whatever objection he may have to the issuance of the violation notice.
(b)
Upon timely request, a hearing shall be held before the Mayors court. All hearings shall be
informal and not bound by any formal rules of evidence.
(c)
The Mayors court shall be empowered to hear testimony and examine all evidence, make
written findings of fact as to whether the conditions the proprietary party was cited for exist or not and
render any order authorized herein that is consistent with the findings.

Sec. 2-9. Billing; payment
At the completion of any work performed pursuant to this article, the proprietary party and/or owner of
the premises shall be sent a bill by certified mail, personal or domiciliary service made by any authorized
personnel of the town, or by any other reasonable method of notification, itemizing the cost of the work
in accordance with this article. The proprietary party and/or owner of the premises shall be given ten
(10) days from the date of the notice to make payment to the town before a lien is placed.

Sec. 2-10. Authority to impose lien.
n addition to the other provisions of this article, the town is also authorized to have recorded in the
mortgage office of the parish, a sworn statement showing the cost and expenses incurred for the work
and the date, place or property on which the work was done ,and the recordation of such sworn
statement shall constitute a lien and privilege on the property and shall remain in full force and effect
for the amount due in principal and interest, plus costs filing the lien, and costs of court, if any, for
collection until final payment has been made. Sworn statements for matters involving minor or major
repairs shall include the fine imposed plus costs of filing the lien, and costs of court, if any.

Sec. 2-11 Collection of outstanding invoices.
(a)
After fifteen (15) days following the invoice date, the town shall submit a list of unpaid amounts
and the town shall have recorded a lien against the respective properties. The administration office
and/or the regulatory department shall maintain a list of liens filed.
(c)
The town shall then send a second invoice to the proprietary party and/or property owner
advising that the accounts receivable are to be turned over for collection if the amounts due are not
paid within fifteen (15) days.
(d)
After said fifteen (15) days if any invoice remains unpaid, the town shall make written demand
for payment. If payment is not received within fifteen (15) days, the town may file suit for collection.
The proprietary party and/or owner of the premises shall be liable for reasonable attorney's fees, of not
less than twenty (20) percent, plus any necessary court costs when an account is turned over for
collection.
(e)

The town shall monitor and maintain reports as to the success of collections for these charges.

Sec. 2-12. Adding costs and/or fines to ad valorem tax bill
(a)

In addition to any other provisions regarding collection of costs for work performed
pursuant to this article, if payment is not received within six (6) months of the original
invoice date, the town may, at its option, proceed to adopt an ordinance levying the charges
for such work plus fifteen (15) percent collection charges as an assessment to be added to
the annual ad valorem tax bill of the premises or property involved.

(b)

The ordinance will then be forwarded over to the Jefferson Parish Assessors Office to
include the cost, including court cost or hearing costs, administrative fees, charges from the
town contractor and/or town to be placed on the tax rolls and included on the ad valorem
tax bill.
The Jefferson Parish Sheriff effecting collection shall be reimbursed fifteen (15) percent of
the amount of such charges actually collected from the proprietary party and/or owner of
the premises or property involved.

(c)

YEAS: 4
NAYS: 0
Councilman Bartholomew
Councilman Creppel
Councilman Kerner
Councilman Smith

ABSENT: 1
Councilman Darda

ORDINANCE #513
On a motion by Councilman Creppel and seconded by Councilman Smith the following
ordinance was adopted:
An ordinance amending the 2021/2022 General Fund Operating Budget for the Town of
Jean Lafitte.
GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET
OPERATING REVENUES
Taxes
Intergovernmental
Licenses and Permits
Service Charges, Fees and Commissions
Fines and Forfeitures
Gaming Fees and Commissions
Interest Income
Other Income
Total Revenues

FYE 2021/22
FYE 2021/22
AS PROPOS ED AS AMENDED

$

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
General Government
Salaries and Benefits
General and Administrative Costs
Public Safety
Public Works
Urban Planning and Housing
Culture and Recreation
Intergovernmental
Debt Service
Capital Outlay
Total Expenditures

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Operating Transfers Out
NET OPERATING SURPLUS (DEFICIT)
BEGINNING FUND BALANCE

YEAS: 4
Councilman Bartholomew
Councilman Creppel
Councilman Kerner
Councilman Smith

$

608,850
617,400
209,000
1,000
22,750
20,000
1,479,000

Current Year Surplus (Deficit)

ENDING FUND BALANCE

376,875
307,650
63,500
118,600
132,000
325,250
500
32,850
1,357,225

$

467,600
329,854
62,000
94,500
26,000
395,000
1,700
809,300
2,185,954

$ CHANGE

$

606,500
1,205,245
201,500
500
55,750
67,069
2,136,564

% CHANGE

90,725
22,204
(1,500)
(24,100)
(106,000)
69,750
1,200
776,450
828,729

24.1%
7.2%
-2.4%
-20.3%
-80.3%
21.4%
240.0%
2363.6%
61.1%

(2,350)
587,845
(7,500)
(500)
33,000
47,069
657,564

-0.4%
95.2%
-3.6%
-50.0%
#DIV/0!
145.1%
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!
235.3%
44.5%

(121,775)

49,390

171,165

-140.6%

(121,775)

49,390

171,165

#DIV/0!
-140.6%

857,645

665,036

(192,609)

-22.5%

(21,444)

-2.9%

735,870

NAYS: 0

$

714,426

$

ABSENT: 1
Councilman Darda

ORDINANCE #514
On a motion by Councilman Creppel and seconded by Councilman Smith the following
ordinance was adopted:
An ordinance introducing the 2022/23 General Fund Operating Budget for the Town of
Jean Lafitte.

FYE 2021/22
AMENDED

GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET
OPERATING REVENUES
Taxes
Intergovernmental
Licenses and Permits
Service Charges, Fees and Commissions
Fines and Forfeitures
Gaming Fees and Commissions
Interest Income
Other Income
Total Revenues

$

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
General Government
Salaries and Benefits
General and Administrative Costs
Public Safety
Public Works
Culture and Recreation
Intergovernmental
Debt Service
Capital Outlay
Total Expenditures
Current Year Surplus (Deficit)
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Operating Transfer Out

Beginning Fund Balance
$

YEAS: 4
Councilman Bartholomew
Councilman Creppel
Councilman Kerner
Councilman Smith

467,600
329,854
62,000
94,500
26,000
395,000
1,700
809,300
2,185,954

$

387,100
2,255,052
59,750
94,350
90,000
395,000
700
410,250
3,692,202

606,500
1,205,245
201,500
500
55,750
67,069
2,136,564

600,050
1,267,850
215,625
500
354,250
1,119,852
3,558,127

49,390

134,075

-

OPERATING SURPLUS (DEFICIT)

Ending Fund Balance

FYE 2022/23
AS PROPOS ED $ CHANGE

134,075

665,036

714,426
$

NAYS: 0

848,501

(80,500)
1,925,198
(2,250)
(150)
64,000
(1,000)
(399,050)
1,506,248

-17.2%
583.7%
-3.6%
-0.2%
246.2%
0.0%
-58.8%
-49.3%
68.9%

(6,450)
62,605
14,125
298,500
1,052,783
1,421,563

-1.1%
5.2%
7.0%
0.0%
535.4%
#DIV/0!
#DIV/0!
1569.7%
66.5%

84,685

-

49,390

714,426

$

% CHANGE

-

$

84,685
49,390
134,075

171.5%

#DIV/0!
171.5%
#DIV/0!
7.4%
#DIV/0!
18.8%

ABSENT: 1
Councilman Darda

SUMMARY ORDINANCE #515
On a motion by Councilman Smith the following ordinance was offered:
An ordinance amending Ordinance #488 to change the following:
c) In order to impose a civil penalty under this article, the Police Department shall mail,
or direct a contractor to mail, a notice of violation that was issued by a Law Enforcement
Officer to the Owner of the motor vehicle, identified in the Notice of Violation liable for
the civil penalty, not later than the fourteenth (14TH) calendar day inclusive of legal
holidays and weekends after the date the violation is alleged to have occurred.
RESOLUTION #2254
On a motion by Councilman Smith and seconded by Councilman Bartholomew the
following resolution was adopted:
A resolution recommending Governor John Bel Edwards to appoint
one of the following as a Levee Board Commissioner for the Lafitte,
Barataria, Crown Point Area Independent Levee District:
Kirby Nunez
Russell A. Easley
Chastity Bosch

YEAS: 4
Councilman Bartholomew
Councilman Creppel
Councilman Kerner
Councilman Smith

NAYS: 0

ABSENT: 1
Councilman Darda

No further business was discussed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

_____________________
Acting Town Clerk

